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timely techniques to help your child get through the school year

RtI! RtI! Read All About It!

What is RtI you ask? Why, it’s the latest craze in education of course! RtI stands for Response to Intervention, which is a multi-step, problem-solving approach to providing services and interventions to students at increasing levels of intensity. RtI allows for early academic and behavioral supports to be used so that students can be successful before being referred for a comprehensive evaluation to determine special education eligibility. The RtI process is used at all age levels (elementary, middle and high school) to help students achieve and become accomplished individuals.

Essential Components of RtI

( High quality, research-based instruction and behavioral support in general education

( Universal (school-wide or district-wide) screening of academics and behavior in order to determine which students need closer monitoring or additional interventions

( Multiple tiers of increasingly intense, scientific, research-based interventions that are matched to the student’s needs

( Use of a collaborative, problem-solving approach by school staff for development, implementation and monitoring of the process

( Continuous monitoring of student progress using objective information to determine if students are meeting goals

( Follow-up measures providing information that the intervention was implemented as intended and with appropriate consistency 

( Documentation of parent involvement throughout the process

Key Terms

Universal Screening: School personnel who look at academic achievement and behavioral data of the entire school (or district) to determine students who may be at risk for not meeting grade level expectations and/or who have behavioral concerns. 

Progress Monitoring: scientifically based practice that is used to frequently (2-4 times per month) assess and evaluate a student’s performance.  This can be done with individuals, small groups, classrooms and school-wide. 

Scientifically Based Instruction: refers to curricula and educational interventions that have demonstrated effectiveness through carefully controlled clinical trials. 

Examples of Progress Monitoring Tools

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS): a set of measures for assessing the early literacy acquisition skills of students from Kindergarten through 6th grade. Each informal assessment lasts 1 minute and measures such things as letter identification, segmentation of words and auditory nonsense word ability. 

AIMSweb: A progress monitoring tool that assesses student’s knowledge and understanding of both early reading, math, spelling and writing skills. Again, probes are 1 minute in duration.  AIMSweb is appropriate for students in Kindergarten – 8th grade. However, these probes are also being used in high school for students with intense needs. 

Behavior Plans: Behavior plans are often developed by your school’s psychologist and/or social worker to help a student who has difficulty controlling certain aspects of his or her behavior.  This is often begins with a Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA), an interview conducted with the parent(s), teacher(s) and psychologist to determine the severity of the behavior.  Once baseline data has been taken, a behavior plan is designed and implemented to create more prosocial outcomes for the student. 

How Can Parents Be Involved?

Ask your school…

( Does our school use an RtI process? (The answer should be yes! It is required by law!)

( What interventions are being used and are they scientifically based and supported by research?

( What length of time is recommended for an intervention before determining if the student is making adequate progress? 

( How do you check to be sure that the interventions were carried out as planned? 

Resources…

Websites (  

National Center for Learning Disabilities: NCLD offers parents and teacher helpful information and resources on RtI and other school related topics. 

Website: www.ld.org
National Center on Student Progress Monitoring: NCSPM provides information and technical assistance to implement progress monitoring techniques. 

Website: www.studentprogress.org
Books (
Bender, W. N. & Shores, C. F. (2007). Response to intervention: A practical guide for every teacher. CA: Corwin Press. 
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